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************************************************************************************* 

Say to all the people of the land and the priests, When you fasted and mourned in the fifth month and 

in the seventh, for these seventy years, was it for Me that you fasted? 
 
And when you eat and when you 

drink, do you not eat for yourselves and drink for yourselves?  Zechariah 7:5-6 
 

 

“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go 

free, and to break every yoke?  Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?  Then shall your light break forth like 

the dawn, …Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and He will say, Here I am.  Isaiah 58:6-9. 
 

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”  Matthew 25:40 
 

Sorting through old e-mails recently, I came across one sent to me last year on Ash Wednesday by a former 

parishioner, who had been one of our lay pastoral hospital visitors, during my curacy in a downtown Anglican 

church.  He wrote: Greetings Fr. Doug, While I had a quiet and reflective time in church tonight during the service, I 

flashed back to a very memorable time with you more than 30 years ago!  I have such a clear memory of having supper with 

you and [another parishioner] after or before our pastoral visits at the Civic. I was going on about my lenten sacrifices and 

you so beautifully and quietly described a more meaningful course for Lent….intention, relationship with God and prayer. 

Thank you for that gift! 
 

I confess that I have only a dim recollection of that particular conversation, but I know that I have had many 

like it over the years.  We often think of Lent as a time when we do something for God, usually by giving up 

something we enjoy in order to make a sacrifice which we hope will please the Lord—maybe even score some 

points for us with Him, and perhaps impress others (maybe even ourselves) with our piety.  Sometimes we take 

on new things, either in addition to or instead of the abstinences, determined that we are doing these good 

things for God: our sacrifice to Him.  Yet it strikes me that, whenever we imagine we’re doing things for God, 

we are really doing them first for ourselves.  He does not need what we are offering (cf. Psalm 50:11-14 “All the 

beasts of the forest are mine, and so are the cattle upon a thousand hills.  I know all the birds upon the mountains, and the 

wild beasts of the field are in my sight.  If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; / for the whole world is mine, and all that is 

therein.  Thinkest thou that I will eat bulls’ flesh, and drink the blood of goats?  Offer unto God the sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, / and pay thy vows unto the Most High.”   
 

I think that we need to keep in mind that, on one hand, Lent is not about us: it is about God; yet, on the other 

hand, it is for us, because we’re the ones who need this journey in order to receive the full benefits of the Easter 

Mystery.  Whatever we do along the way, ought to make us more available to our Lord, not keep Him at arm’s 

length. Our fasts so easily leave us focused on ourselves, conscious either of our own discomfort or our pride in 

what we are accomplishing.  If we are doing it for Him, are we not acting on His behalf— as though He were 

not present; i.e. I act without Him, doing it “by mine self!”, as our daughter used to say in her very young 

days—but He doesn’t want my offering or sacrifice if my heart and my life do not come with it.  He calls me to 

die to myself and take up my cross, eschewing self-will regarding what’s offered and looking rather at what He 

would do with and through me in it.  If I have died, then I cannot act without Him first raising me to life: 

Christ living in me and I in Him—not simply me living on His behalf: I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 

me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20        …continued on p. 2… 
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May I suggest that you make daily Mass, as often as 

you can manage it, your principal Lenten disciplines?  

Carry with you two simple prayers, those of Samuel 

and of Fr. Bob Bedard, respectively: “Speak, Lord, for 

Your servant hears.” And “Lord, I give You permission 

to do what You will in my life.”  Then listen and attend 

to the Scriptures, the homily, the prayers of the liturgy, 

the still, small Voice within, and other people and 

images which meet you; and where you discern 

something, however small, that you ought to do, act 

upon it in the Lord—i.e. ask Him directly to guide, 

accompany and bless.  (If you cannot be at Mass, read 

Scriptures for the day, for Mass or the Daily Offices; 

https://ordinariate.net/documents/2018/1/180105_Ordo.pdf 

and make a Spiritual Communion; see below)  As well, 

you might join us at the Annunciation on Fridays at 

7:00 p.m. to pray through the Stations of the Cross;  or 

use the form in this Annunciator for your own 

devotions, pausing to imagine each scene and to listen.  

“Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.”  “Lord, I grant 

Thee permission to do what Thou willest in my life.” 
 

May yours be a truly fruitful Lent, blossoming into full 

Easter joy and life in the Spirit. 
 

    In Christ Jesus,   
 

Fr. Doug 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion  

St. Alphonsus Liguori (A.D. 1696-1787) 
 

My Jesus, I believe that Thou art present in the Blessed 

Sacrament. I love Thee above all things and I desire Thee in 

my soul. Since I cannot now receive Thee sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. As though thou wert 

already there, I embrace Thee and unite myself wholly to 

Thee; permit not that I should ever be separated from Thee.  
 

Act of Spiritual Communion  

As I cannot this day enjoy the happiness of assisting at the 

holy Mysteries, O my God! I transport myself in spirit at the 

foot of Thine altar; I unite with the Church, which by the 

hands of the priest, offers Thee Thine adorable Son in the 

Holy Sacrifice; I offer myself with Him, by Him, and in His 

Name. I adore, I praise, and thank Thee, imploring Thy 

mercy, invoking Thine assistance, and presenting Thee the 

homage I owe Thee as my Creator, the love due to Thee as 

my Savior.  

 

Apply to my soul, I beseech Thee, O merciful Jesus, Thine 

infinite merits; apply them also to those for whom I 

particularly wish to pray. I desire to communicate spiritually, 

that Thy Blood may purify, Thy Flesh strengthen, and Thy 

Spirit sanctify me. May I never forget that Thou, my divine 

Redeemer, hast died for me; may I die to all that is not Thee, 

that hereafter I may live eternally with Thee. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS: Prayer focus for February 2018 

Say “No” to Corruption 
That those who have material, political or spiritual 

power may resist any lure of corruption. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

 
Lebanon was a majority Christian nation before 1970, but war, 

instability and the growing influence of militant Islam prompted 

many Christians to leave. While it remains the only Arab state 

that is not officially Muslim, Hezbollah, the Shiite Muslim 

militia, controls much of southern Lebanon. With a population 

including Muslims, Christians and Druze, Lebanon is very 

sensitive to its religious balance and has been a haven for the 

region's religious minorities for centuries. Lebanon is an 

important commercial hub for the Middle East. By the end of 

2012, approximately 130,000 Syrians had taken refuge in 

Lebanon to escape the civil war in Syria. The three largest 

religious groups are Shiite Muslim, Sunni Muslim and Maronite 

Catholic. 
 

In 1970, Lebanon was 62 percent Christian. By 2010, Christians 

composed only 32 percent of the population. The capital city of 

Beirut is segregated by religion, and there is very little 

interaction between the two sides. Although Lebanon's 

constitution ensures freedom of religion, anyone who 

"blasphemes God publicly" can face up to a year in prison. New 

converts often must hide from their families, and Christians are 

occasionally intimidated and persecuted by Islamic 

fundamentalists. Evangelical Christians have also reported 

being harassed by traditional Christian groups. With an 

increasingly splintered society and the unrest in neighboring 

Syria, Lebanese Christians fear that local conditions could 

deteriorate and leave them vulnerable to increased persecution. 
 

Pray many Lebanese may come to personal faith in and deep 

commitment to the Lord Jesus. 
 

Pray continuing tensions within the country will ease. 

 (From the Voice of the Martyrs web site) 
 

 

SOME ITEMS OF NOTE FOR FEBRUARY 2018 
 

I) FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2
ND

: CANDELMAS: THE 

PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD/PURIFICATION OF OUR LADY 

5:30PM Evensong/6:00PM Sung Mass 
 

II) SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4
TH

  SEXAGESIMA 
9:20AM Mattins/10:00AM Sung Mass 

4:00PM Solemn Evensong & Benediction 
 

III) SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
TH

, QUINQUAGESIMA 
9:20 AM Mattins/10:00 AM Sung Mass 

 

IV) TUESDAY  13
TH

  SHROVE TUESDAY 
8:30 Mattins/9AM Mass/3 – 4:30PM Confessions 

5:00 Evening Prayer/6:00 Pancake Supper 
 

V) WEDNESDAY 14
TH

  ASH WEDNESDAY 

7:00 AM MASS WITH IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

5:30 EVENSONG/6PM MASS WITH IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

 

 

VI) SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
TH

 LENT I 

9:20 AM MATTINS/10:00 AM SUNG MASS 

4:00PM SUNG EVENING PRAYER WITH SERMON 
 

VII) THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
ND

  CHAIR OF ST. PETER 
5:30PM EVENSONG/6:00PM SUNG MASS 

 

 

VIII) FRIDAY, 23
RD

 EMBER FRIDAY/MEMORIAL OF 

ST. POLYCARP, APOSTOLIC MAN & MARTYR 

7:30 MATTINS/8AM MASS/7PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS begin 
 

 

IX) SATURDAY, 24
TH

  EMBER SATURDAY IN LENT 
7:45AM CONFESSION 

8:30AM MATTINS/9:00AM HEALING MASS 
 

 

X) SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25
TH

 LENT II 

9:20 AM MATTINS/10:00 AM SUNG MASS 
 
 

XI) SUNDAY, MARCH 4
TH

 LENT III 
9:20 AM MATTINS/10:00 AM SUNG MASS 

4:00PM SOLEMN EVENSONG AND BENEDICTION 
 

A FORM OF THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

After each station is announced, offer the following:  

Leader: We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee, 

People: Because of Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the 

world.        

1.JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO 

DEATH (Mk 15:1, 12, 13, 15) 

Immediately, in the morning, the chief 

priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole council; and they 

bound Jesus, led Him away, and delivered Him to Pilate. 

Pilate answered and said to them again, "What then do you want 

me to do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?" So they 

cried out again, "Crucify Him!"...and he delivered Jesus, after he 

had scourged Him, to be crucified.  

Leader: God did not spare His own Son. 

People: But delivered Him up for us all. 

 

2. JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS (John 19:16, 17; Isaiah 53:7) 

Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took 

Jesus and led Him away. And He, bearing His cross, went out to a 

place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, 

Golgotha. 

He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His 

mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep 

before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  

Leader: All we like sheep have gone astray; 

People: And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  

 

3. JESUS FALLS THE FIRST TIME (Philippians 2:6-11) 

Jesus...though He was in the form of God, did not count equality 

with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the 

form of a ser-vant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 

found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient 

unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the  

name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father. 

Leader: Surely He has borne our infirmities and carried our 

diseases; 

People: Yet we accounted Him stricken, struck down by 

God, and afflicted. 

 



4. JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER (Luke 1:26, 28, 30, 41, 42; 2:34,35) 

...the angel Gabriel was sent by God..."Rejoice, highly favoured one, 

the Lord is with you"..."Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favour with God.”...and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” 

Then Simeon...said to Mary..."Behold, this Child is destined for the 

fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken 

against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that 

the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."  

Leader: Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 

People: Let it be with me according to your word. 

 

5. THE CROSS IS LAID UPON SIMON OF CYRENE  

(Mark 15:21; 8:34) 

Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of 

Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and 

passing by, to bear His cross. 

"Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 

his cross, and follow Me.” 

Leader: Whoever does not carry the cross and follow Me 

People: Cannot be My disciple. 

 

6. A WOMAN WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS (Is 53:2, 3, 5) 

He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no 

beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by 

men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as 

it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not 

esteem Him. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 

bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon 

Him, and by His stripes we are healed.  

Leader: Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

People: Let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

7. JESUS FALLS A SECOND TIME (Mt 11:28-30; Isaiah 53:10, 11) 

Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle 

and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke 

is easy and My burden is light." 

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. 

When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, 

He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall 

prosper in His hand. He shall see the labour of His soul, and be 

satisfied. By His knowl-edge My righteous Servant shall justify many, 

for He shall bear their iniquities. 

Leader: If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who 

could stand? 

People: But there is forgiveness with You, so that You may be 

revered. 

 

8. JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM  

(Luke 23:27-31) 

And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who 

also mourned and lamented Him. But Jesus, turning to them, said, 

"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children. For indeed the days are coming in 

which they will say, "Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, 

and breasts which never nursed!' 

Then they will begin "to say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to 

the hills, "Cover us!"' For if they do these things in the green wood, 

what will be done in the dry?" 

Leader: He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered 

with the transgressors; 

People: Yet He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for 

the transgressors. 

 

9. JESUS FALLS A THIRD TIME (Lam 1:12 & 14; Isaiah 53:4) 

Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Behold and see if there is 

any sorrow like my sorrow, which has been brought on me, which the 

LORD has inflicted in the day of His fierce anger. The yoke of my 

transgressions was bound; they were woven together by His hands, 

and thrust upon my neck. He made my strength to fail; the LORD 

delivered me into the hands of those whom I am not able to with-

stand. 

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted. 

Leader: But He was wounded for our transgressions,  

People: He was bruised for our iniquities. 

 

10. JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS (Mt 27:33-36) 

And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, 

Place of a Skull, they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. 

But when He had tasted it, He would not drink. Then they crucified 

Him, and divided His garments, casting lots,...Sitting down, they kept 

watch over Him there. 

Leader: They gave Me gall to eat,  

People: And when I was thirsty they gave Me vinegar to drink. 

 

11. JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS (Luke 23:32-34; 22:37) 

There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to 

death. And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there 

they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the 

other on the left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do 

not know what they do." 

“For I say to you that this which is written must still be accomplished 

in Me: ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.’ For the things 

concerning Me have an end.” 

Leader: And I, when I am lifted up from the earth; 

People: I will draw all people to Myself. 

 

12. JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS (John 19:26-30) 

When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He 

loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your 

son!" Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from 

that hour that disciple took her to his own home.  After this, Jesus, 

knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture 

might be fulfilled, said, "I thirst!" Now a vessel full of sour wine was 

sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on  

hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour 

wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His 

spirit. 

Leader: He became obedient to the point of death 

People: Even death on a cross. 

 

13. THE BODY OF JESUS IS PLACED IN THE ARMS 

OF HIS MOTHER (Jeremiah 31:15; Ruth 1:20, 21; Luke 2:35; Isaiah 49:15) 

"A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping, 

Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted for her 

children, be-cause they are no more."  

"Do not call me Naomi [‘pleasant’]; call me Mara [‘bitter’],for the 

Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the 

LORD has brought me home again empty. Why do you call me 

Naomi, since the LORD has testified against me, and the Almighty 

has afflicted me?" (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul 

also) 

"Can a woman forget her nursing child, and not have compassion on 

the son of her womb? Surely they may forget, yet I will not forget 

you.”  

Leader: My tears have been my food day and night, 

People: While all day long they say to me, “Where now is your 

God?” 
 

 



14. JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB (John 19:38-42) 

After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but 

secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away 

the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and 

took the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by 

night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a 

hundred pounds. Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in 

strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. 

Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in 

the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So there 

they laid Jesus, because of the Jews' Preparation Day, for the tomb 

was nearby. 

Leader: You will not abandon My soul to Hades, 

People: Nor let Your Holy One experience corruption. 
 

Leader: O Saviour of the world, by Thy Cross and precious 

Blood Thou hast redeemed us. 

People: Save us and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 

 

MICHAEL’S MUSINGS 
 

We are currently in the midst of preparations to 

begin the season of Lent, itself a time of 

preparation as we anticipate celebrating anew the 

great victory of Our Lord over death.  During Lent, 

at least in the northern hemisphere, we see the 

lengthening of the days and the emergence of 

springtime—the transition from the cold and dark of a Canadian 

winter to the glory of springtime provides an especially 

appropriate natural backdrop as we remember the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ.   Sadly, the cold and dark of our culture of death 

provides an increasingly appropriate complement to the freezing 

rain and wind chill, and so we must pray for the power of Christ’s 

victory over the grave to come upon our land once again.  
 

We are preparing to celebrate Easter in a year where we have seen 

considerable advancement in the cause of the culture of death, the 

celebration of death as a solution to everything.  News stories in 

recent times have included Iceland’s tremendous 

“accomplishment” of eliminating persons with Down Syndrome, 

the Ontario “Bubble Zone” legislation that went into effect at the 

beginning of this month, the dawn of an age of chemical abortions 

in Canada, and widespread attacks on doctors and other health 

care workers who refuse to participate in “Medical Aid in Dying.” 
 

Another recent “kerfuffle” (as I believe our Prime Minister called 

it) has to do with the federal government’s decision to refuse 

funding for a student jobs program to organizations that cannot 

declare that their “core mandate” recognizes various human rights 

(some actual Charter rights, some not so), including “reproductive 

rights” (i.e., abortion on demand).   When various religious 

groups (such as Catholics) protested strongly, the government 

stated that this requirement was not intended to deny funding to 

churches, but only to groups whose “core mandate” included 

opposition to abortion—it didn’t matter what a church’s doctrines 

might be, as long as that belief didn’t influence the job 

description.   I think that there is something happening here which 

we need to reflect on during the Lenten season. 
 

In addition to preparing for Holy Week and Easter, Lent is also a 

time when we remember Christ’s temptation in the wilderness by 

the Devil.   There were three things Satan tempted Jesus to do.   

The first was to turn stones into bread, the second to prove his 

Messianic claim by throwing himself down from the Temple, and 

the third to rule the world as King by worshiping the Devil.  Each 

of these temptations, it is interesting to note, contained an element 

of truth regarding Jesus’ vocation.  He would miraculously feed  

 

the hungry, commit himself fully into the hands of his Father on  

the cross, proving his Messiahship by rising from the dead, and he 

would rule the nations—but not on the Devil’s terms, which is to 

worship him.  It seems to me that in each of these temptations, the 

Devil wanted Jesus to let him define Jesus’ mission. “If you are 

the Son of God, do this or that.  Do it this way.”   The temptation 

is still there today, as the Church faces the temptation to allow the 

world, the flesh, or the Devil himself define what it means to be 

the Church.   “If you are the Church, perform miracles, feed the 

hungry—focus on the supernatural, the ‘spiritual realm’—we’ll 

even let you rule the world, or at least give you money, if you bow 

the knee and symbolically worship; if you acknowledge our power 

to define you.  You can believe whatever you want, as long as we 

have the power to tell you who you are, and why you exist.” 
 

Recently I found something I had written a number of years back, 

as a talk for a quiet day at Annunciation, on the topic of the 

sanctity of life.  I referred to C.S. Lewis’s concern (expressed 

from the opposite point of view by the character of Screwtape) 

about making “Christianity plus” something else, rather than 

“mere Christianity” the focus of one’s life, in such a way that our 

mission (Screwtape used “vegetarianism” and “spelling reform” 

as examples) is taken over by something besides the Gospel itself.   

I also stressed the danger of selling out on something that is 

actually integral to the Gospel message, and I proceeded to 

explain how our concern for the sanctity of all life was rooted 

deeply in the Creed.  It proceeds from our conviction that when 

God entered into our world as a Person, he did so at the 

Conception of Jesus Christ, not at some later stage—there was not 

an instant when the single celled organism in Mary’s womb was 

not God incarnate.   I went on to reflect upon how, in the 

Visitation of Our Lady and St. Elizabeth, St. John the Baptist, 

himself in utero, recognized Mary’s voice, and leaped for joy in 

the presence of his Lord.  Our opposition to abortion is part of our 

recognition that God was present in Mary’s womb, and that 

unborn children, as well as those of any age, are called to a 

relationship with God, and therefore are not to be abandoned by 

the Body of Christ.   After Jesus’ birth, we see Jesus present in the 

temple with Mary and Joseph, meeting Simeon, who has been 

promised that he would not die until he sees the Christ.   He is 

now ready to “depart in peace.”  In that celebration of Candlemas 

(which we will have just celebrated when this goes to print), we 

see expressed the dignity of life from conception until natural 

death. This is, regardless of the job description, a part of our “core 

mandate” as the Church—to uphold the dignity of every human 

being, and to call every human being (in the womb, on their 

deathbed, or anywhere in between), into a relationship with God. 
 

Anything that tempts us to make a “deal with the devil”, even in 

the name of doing good, even in the name of accomplishing our 

mission, must be rejected.   Put simply, the “world, the flesh and 

the Devil” have no place here, no room to name or define the 

Church or her “mandate.”   This may mean hard decisions.   In the 

future, the very near future perhaps, this might necessitate making 

the decision to forgo charitable status, or to face other legal 

penalties.  Surely it means that there’s a need for personal self-

examination—what are you or I, personally, willing to give up in 

order to be a Christian?   Jesus said, one needs to be willing to 

give up an eye or cut off one’s right hand, if necessary, as well as 

to follow him to crucifixion. 
 

Remember, Jesus has already defeated death.  We shouldn’t be 

afraid of rejecting it ourselves – or its culture. 
 

Michael Trolly 
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Calendar of Services for Febuary 2018 
 

Thursday, FEBRUARY 1st (Pre-Lent Feria)  5:30PM Evensong 
[PURPLE]       6:00PM Mass    

Friday, 2nd CANDELMAS: Presentation of Our Lord 5:30PM Evensong 
[WHITE]       Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary 6:00PM Sung Mass    
Saturday, 3rd (St. Blaise, Bishop, Martyr)  7:45-8:15AM Confession/Reconciliation 
[RED]       8:30AM Mattins/9:00AM MASS   
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4th SEXAGESIMA  9:20 Mattins     

[PURPLE]  {Solemnity}    10:00AM Sung Mass     
       4:00PM Solemn Evensong & Benediction 

Monday, 5th (St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr) [RED] 7:30AM Mattins/8:00AM MASS 
Tues, 6th (ACCESSION DAY of HRM Queen Elizabeth II) [WHITE] 8:30 Mattins/9AM MASS 

Wednesday 7th (Pre-Lent Feria) [PURPLE] 8:30AM Mattins/9:00AM Mass 
THURSDAY 8th (St. Jerome Emiliani, Priest)    5:30 PM Evensong  

[WHITE]      6:00 PM Mass     

Friday, 9th (Pre-Lent Feria) [PURPLE] 7:30AM Mattins/8:00AM Mass  
Saturday 10th (St. Scholastica, Virgin)  7:45-8:15AM Sacrament of Reconciliation  

[WHITE]         8:30 Mattins/9:00AM MASS   
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11th QUINQUAGESIMA 9:20AM Mattins 

[PURPLE]  {Solemnity}        10:00 Sung Mass    
Monday, 12th (Pre-Lent Feria) [PURPLE] 7:30AM Mattins/8:00AM MASS 

Tuesday, 13th
 (SHROVE TUESDAY)  8:30 Mattins/9AM Mass   

[PURPLE]      3 – 4:30PM Confession/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
        5:00 Evening Prayer/6:00 Pancake Supper 
Wednesday, FEBRUARY 14th  (ASH WEDNESDAY) 7:00AM Mass with Imposition of Ashes* 
[PURPLE]      5:30PM Evensong 

         6PM Mass with Imposition of Ashes 

THURSDAY 15th (after Ash Wednesday)     5:30 PM Evensong  

[PURPLE]      6:00 PM Mass     
Friday, 16th (After Ash Wednesday) [PURPLE] 7:30AM Mattins/8:00AM Mass  

Saturday, 17th (St. Mary on Saturday)  7:45-8:15AM Sacrament of Reconciliation  
[WHITE/Blue]         8:30AM Mattins/9:00AM MASS  
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18th LENT I  9:20AM Mattins    

[PURPLE]  {Solemnity}     10:00AM Sung Mass  
       4:00PM Sung Evening Prayer with Sermon 

Monday, 19th (After LENT I) [PURPLE] 7:30AM Mattins/8:00AM MASS 
Tuesday, 20th (After LENT I) [PURPLE] 8:30AM Mattins/9:00AM MASS 

Wednesday, 21st (EMBER DAY) [PURPLE]8:30AM Mattins/9:00AM MASS 
Thursday, 22nd (CHAIR OF ST. PETER)   5:30PM Evensong 

[WHITE]   {Solemnity}    6:00PM Sung Mass    

Friday, 23rd (St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr) [RED] 7:30AM Mattins/8:00AM Mass/7PM Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, 24th (EMBER DAY)   7:45-8:15AM Confession/Reconciliation 

[PURPLE]       8:30AM Mattins/9:00AM HEALING MASS   
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25th LENT II  9:20AM Mattins    

[PURPLE] {Solemnity}     10:00AM Sung Mass  
         4:00PM Sung Evening Prayer with Sermon 

Monday, 26th (after LENT II) [PURPLE] 7:30AM Mattins/8:00AM Mass  

Tuesday, 27th (after LENT II) [PURPLE]  8:30AM Mattins/9:00AM Mass 
Wednesday, 28th  (after LENT II) [PURPLE] 8:30AM Mattins/9:00AM Mass  

 

MARCH 2018 
Thursday, MARCH 1ST (after LENT II)   5:30PM Evensong 

[PURPLE]         6:00PM Sung Mass    

Friday, 2nd (after LENT II) [PURPLE] 7:30AM Mattins/8:00AM Mass/7PM Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, 3rd (Saturday after LENT II)   7:45-8:15AM Sacrament of Reconciliation  

[PURPLE]       8:30 Mattins/9:00AM MASS  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 4th LENT III   9:20AM Mattins     

[PURPLE]  {Solemnity}    10:00AM Sung Mass     
       4:00PM Solemn Evensong & Benediction 


