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This month’s issue is dominated by two rather long articles.  The first is by our own Michael Trolly, and 
provides an overview of our recently completed study of St Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi.  In his 
musings, Michael not only observes how St Paul emphasizes the call to humility and unity in Christ, he 
also mentions St Paul’s warning against those who would teach false doctrine — for whatever reasons. 

Following Michael’s article, I have included, with permission, a reprint of an article by the always engaging 
Simcha Fisher, entitled, “Psst, Episcopalians!  Over here!”  Several, or even many of you may already have 
read the article; however, it does raise a germane question as regards the future of the body-to-which-we-
once-belonged, therefore, its inclusion in this month’s newsletter. 

We might be reminded that it has not generally been our practice to engage in so-called “sheep stealing”, 
especially from the now dispersed world of various Anglican ecclesial bodies, including not least the Angli-
can Church of Canada.  However, when the head person of the sister body in the United States publicly 
espouses the very kind of false doctrine(s) against which St Paul was warning the Philippians, we must 
surely consider whether it is time for us to evangelize more actively those who belong to a body that, by the 
teachings of its leaders, has wandered very far indeed. 

Simcha, in a tragi-comedic way, gets right to the heart of the matter.  While we might, at first read, find the 
statements of the presiding bishop laughable in a truly sad way, we must surely pause to think of those 
whom we know who are members of that denomination.  After all, not all of us here today parted ways with 
it 35 years ago when others of us deemed that we could no longer belong to a body that denied the God-given 
nature of the Sacraments.  Some joined us, as “continuing Anglicans” in the ensuing years, prior to our be-
ing welcomed into the Catholic Church last year.  Undoubtedly, there are still others whose personal beliefs 
and theology are on a very different, and decidedly more orthodox, page than the presiding bishop, but are 
still, for whatever reasons, members.  There are very likely many more whose minds and consciences have 
been dulled into accepting much that is not consistent with Scripture and the traditions and beliefs of the 
Church derived therefrom.  Is it not time to reach out to them, to re-catechize them and awaken their con-
sciences, to turn them away from cleverly worded humanism and back to Christ?  At the very least, we 
should all spend much time in prayer for the faithful. 

On a different note, our prayers are asked for Johnathan Gibson in Calgary; and Michael Birch, Don Ma-
lins and Peter Switzer in Victoria as they prepare for ordination to the priesthood on Saturday, May 25 
(Calgary) and Saturday, June 14 (Victoria).  Indeed, by the time this issue arrives in most people’s hands, 
Johnathan will already be ordained.   

Ad multos annos, Fathers! 

Fr. Carl 
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PRAYERS FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

Life in Restricted Nations 

(From the Voice of the Martyrs web site) 

TANZANIA: Two Killed and Over 50 Wounded in 

Church Bombing 

Sources: International Christian Concern, BBC 

St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church in Tanzania's 

northern city of Arusha was bombed on Sunday, May 

5th.  At least two people are confirmed dead as a result 
of the blast.  As many as 50 people were wounded, 44 

of whom received serious injuries and have been 

rushed to nearby hospitals.  The church was bombed 
during its official opening, with the bomb thrown into 

the building from someone on a motorcycle. 

"When it exploded there was a stampede, people run-

ning in all directions, walking over each other, chil-

dren were screaming and women crying," a witness 

told Al Jazeera.  "I saw a dead woman trampled; I 
think even her two children were killed in the same 

way," another witness added. 

Tanzania's president, Jakaya Kikwete, has condemned 

the bombing as an "act of terrorism," and has vowed to 

bring those responsible to justice. 

Please remember to uphold the grieving and the in-

jured.  Let's also petition our "Righteous Judge," who 

reigns with utmost supremacy on His throne, to render 

justice on behalf of His persecuted people and ensure 

the complete rebuilding of the church.  Pray that this 

violence, which was initially intended for evil, will be 

used by the Lord to facilitate the exponential growth of 

His church -- bringing even the perpetrators to repen-

tance and salvation.  

������� 

NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS 

Solemn Feast Days this month: In Friday, June 7 is 

the Sacred Heart of Jesus; Tuesday, June 11 is the 

Feast of St Barnabas; Monday, June 24 is the Na-

tivity of St John the Baptist; and, Saturday, June 29 

is the Feast of St Peter & St Paul.  Please see the 

back of this issue for service times. 
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Michael’s Musings 
During Eastertide, our Wednesday night study group 

studied St. Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians.  Although 

briefer than Paul’s epistles to the churches in Rome or 
Corinth, this letter, written while Paul was imprisoned, 

is packed with tremendous teaching on the Incarnation 

of Christ, the importance of unity within the church, 
and the joy that accompanies surrender to the Cross of 

Jesus. 

Paul’s sense of joy is compelling, especially given the 

context of the letter.  Paul is not only under arrest, but is 

facing the possibility of execution.  He has likely, if we 
assume that the letter was written from Rome itself, 

been in custody for several years already – and, al-

though in Rome he was under house arrest rather than 

prison, strictly speaking, he was still closely guarded 
(chained to a soldier at all times), and was in need of 

financial support and other help.  In spite of these cir-

cumstances, Paul gives thanks to God that the Gospel is 
being proclaimed.  In fact, he tells his readers that his 

circumstances have actually helped in his missionary 

endeavours.  The Roman soldiers (many of whom 
would take turns guarding him) and other people pre-

sent throughout the court, are aware of the reasons why 

Paul is in chains; he has gained a certain notoriety.  

Those soldiers would have themselves been a captive 
audience for Paul, listening as he visited with guests, or 

as he dictated letters to other churches; perhaps some of 

them had questions of their own about this strange pris-
oner.  Paul felt that things had actually worked to his 

advantage, and that God had engineered things so that 

he had opportunities to share the message of Jesus that 

he never would have had otherwise (Phil. 1:12). 

Paul’s attitude towards other evangelists is also note-
worthy – considering that he is well aware that not eve-

ryone preached Christ with pure motives (Phil. 1:15).  

Some, he felt, took advantage of his situation to cause 

trouble for the church, or at least for him personally, by 
spreading what he knew to be false doctrine (he warns 

them to be especially on guard against teachers who 

claimed that non-Jewish believers must be circumcised 
and follow the full Law of Moses).  Others, even if their 

theology was sound, might have seen Paul’s captivity as 

an opportunity to advance themselves – they were 
preaching the Gospel out of jealousy.  Their message 

may have been true, but they were doing the right thing 

for the wrong reasons.  Paul is under no illusions about 

this; however, he is thankful that, one way or another, 
the Gospel is being preached (Phil. 1:18).  The Gospel 

takes on a life of its own.  When someone hears the 

Word, and believes in Christ – no matter how imperfect 
a place one starts from – a relationship is created with a 

living Person, who sets the agenda, and can bring some-

one into a progressively stronger and healthier relation-

ship both with Christ and the Church. 

Although Paul is pleased by the spread of the Gospel, 
even by those who do not live up to his vision of Chris-

tian maturity, he calls his readers in Philippi to some-

thing more than this.  He calls them strive for 
“perfection”, even though this is a long and difficult 

process (Phil. 3:11).  He also strongly emphasizes the 

importance of unity, and of humility. 

Paul’s model for Christian life is the Lord Jesus him-

self, who, despite his equality with God the Father – 
already having perfection as the Absolute – was willing 

to lower himself, to be willing to play by the same 

rules, as it were, that he had set for humanity.  He was 

willing to model perfection in suffering, in humility, 
and in service to his Father and to the world.  He be-

came a slave, and suffered a criminal’s death (Phil. 2:5-

8).  It is only through this type of radical humility that it 
is possible for the unity of the Church that Paul longs 

for – and the resulting pure-hearted proclamation of the 

Gospel – to come about.  

Paul calls the Philippian church to imitate Christ.  Just 

as Christ came down to Earth from Heaven, the Church 
– the Body of Christ – derives her identity and nature 

from Heaven.  There are a number of references 

throughout the epistle to Philippi’s status as a Roman 

colony, which essentially meant that a large number of 
Roman legion veterans had been given property there 

as part of a retirement package, and the town had taken 

on a decidedly Roman feel.  To be a citizen of the city 
was to be a Roman citizen, and it seems that even many 

of those who did not hold Roman citizenship took a 

particular sort of pride in their connection with the Em-
pire.  Roman dress was worn, and people spoke using 

Roman idiom.  Though Rome itself was, especially in 

those days, a far journey, there was a sense in which 

people saw themselves as living in the capital itself. 

In a similar way, Paul exhorts the Philippian church to 
behave in the way that they would behave in Heaven 

itself.  Their “citizenship” is that of Heaven.  But not 

only their own, individual citizenship and identity – 

they are not simply foreigners on Earth – rather, the 
church itself is a “colony” of Heaven (Ph. 3:20 KJV).  

In other words, we are capable in the church of living 

the heavenly life on earth, or participating in the cus-
toms and lifestyle of those in Heaven.  We are not con-

demned to wander the world alone, no longer having an 

identity on earth, but unable to really enter into the life 
of our homeland.  Rather, we already, here on earth, are 

an outpost of the Kingdom which is (in Jesus’ words 

from St. Matthew 11:12) “forcefully advancing”.  Our 

life in the world is to truly reflect these Kingdom val-

ues.  When people come into our church, they really are  
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supposed to be experiencing the reality of heaven.  The 
Liturgy, of course, is an entrance into heaven – an act 

where we experience the reality of the Kingdom of 

God.  But it is not only here that people must come into 

contact with Heaven.  The Liturgy becomes the new 
norm for our lives; it transforms us into people who will 

behave as citizens of Heaven.  When strangers meet us, 

they should have the experience of something, of some-
one, who is different in every way – human, yes, but a 

different way of being human. 

This difference in our lives should be present in the 

most (seemingly) mundane of our activities, but it does 

also prompt us to engage in some more obviously King-
dom related behaviours.  Paul speaks of the 

“partnership in the Gospel” which the Philippians have 

with him.  They themselves, of course, continue to 
work to grow the church in Philippi – to share the Gos-

pel with people of all classes and backgrounds.  But the 

Philippian church is remarkable in that they have also – 

more so it would seem than any other church Paul had 
worked with – partnered with him financially.  He notes 

that they had done so in the past – when he left Philippi, 

they sent him funds to help with his work in Thessalo-
nica (Ph. 4:16) – and now, when he was in captivity, in 

great need, they attempted to provide for his needs once 

again.  One of their number, a man named Epaphrodi-

tus, travelled to Rome to deliver their gift, and intended 
to remain there to help Paul; due to an illness, Epaphro-

ditus returned home to Philippi.  Paul encouraged the 

church to honour him because he had been willing to 
sacrifice so much, not only for Paul, but for the sake of 

the Gospel (Phil. 2:25ff).  It is evident from the Epistle 

to the Philippians that our faith in Jesus Christ is not 
simply supposed to be one small part of our life – our 

“spiritual” side, or some sort of hobby.  Rather, it’s 

something that re-orders the whole of our lives, causing 

us to behave differently, and to make decisions differ-
ently – it changes our priorities.  Paul shares how every-

thing he held to be of value – even on the religious level 

– is worthless in comparison with Jesus’ cross and res-
urrection (Phil. 3:8).  Also, it’s something that we feel 

compelled to share with others, because we’ve found in 

Christ something (and someone!) worth risking our 

necks for, and worth sharing with everyone around us. 

It is this re-oriented sense of priorities, and this knowl-
edge of living a heavenly life on earth, that enables 

Christians to live in unity with one another.  It is only 

after he has developed this thought that he moves to one 
crucial piece of “business” in the letter; he asks two 

Philippian women, Euodia and Syntyche, who he says 

have laboured along with him for the sake of the Gos-

pel, to “agree in the Lord”, appealing to the rest of the 
church to help them (Phil. 4:2-3).  Even Christians who 

have served Jesus for a long time, and given their lives 

to some sort of apostolate, are liable to fall into a seri-
ous disagreement that will threaten to compromise the 

spread of the Kingdom of God.  Paul’s reminder of 

Christ’s own humility and sacrifice, and the joy to be 

found in serving him, can enable us to keep the right 
perspective.  Humility and service go together with joy 

– the same joy Christ has in abundance – a joy that is 

contagious. 
����� 

Psst, Episcopalians!  Over here!  

by Simcha Fisher (Reprinted with permission) 

You may remember The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts 

Schori, presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 

Church.  When she took office in 2006, she was inter-
viewed by the New York Times, and had the following 

exchange: 

Q: How many members of the Episcopal Church are 

there in this country? 

A: About 2.2 million.  It used to be larger percentage-

wise, but Episcopalians tend to be better-educated and 

tend to reproduce at lower rates than some other de-

nominations.  Roman Catholics and Mormons both have 

theological reasons for producing lots of children. 

So right away, we learn two important things about 
Bishop Jefferts Schori:  first, that despite her talk about 

inclusiveness and tolerance, she is not in it to make 

friends.  And second, she doesn't know the first damn 
thing about Catholic sex.  (Mormons, you're on your 

own here.) 

But I'm going to put that aside for now.  She had just 

gotten the job; maybe she had the new girl jitters.  So I 

read through the rest of the interview several times (it's 
short).  I don't know if it was heavily edited or if she was 

heavily sedated, but it makes about as much sense as the 

last conversation I had with my daughter, who is 18 

months old and only knows how to say "cheese," "fish," 
"banana," and "you go clean up."  Here's another little 

excerpt (and you'll notice no ellipses.  This is the full 

text of what she said): 

Q: What do you make of Ted Haggard, who just stepped 

down as the head of the National Association of Evan-

gelicals, after he was accused of cavorting with a gay 

escort? 

A: I think it’s very sad.  We’re always surprised when we 

see people’s clay feet.  Our culture seems to delight in 

exposing them.  I think we have a prurient interest in 

other people’s failings. 

Q: You can’t blame the Haggard case on the culture or 

the media.  It isn’t a story about sex so much as the dis-

turbing hypocrisy of a church leader. 

A: But we’re all hypocrites.  All of us. 

Q: You’re very forgiving. 

A: I like the word “shalom.”  I use it in my correspon-
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dence, I use it in my sermons, and that’s how I sign my e

-mails — “shalom.”  To me it is a concrete reminder of 

what it is we’re all supposed to be about. 

Q: Because it means peace in Hebrew? 

A: It means far more than peace.  I think it’s a vision of 

the human community.  Those great visions of Isaiah — 

every person fed, no more strife, the ill are healed, pris-

oners are released. 

Q: You were previously bishop of Nevada, but your new 

position requires you to live in New York City.  Do you 

and your husband like it here? 

A: He is actually in Nevada.  He is a retired mathemati-

cian.  He will be here in New York when it makes sense. 

If I were Mr. Bishop Jefferts Schori, I think I'd find lots 

of retired mathematician work to do in Nevada, too.  

Anyway, here it is a good seven years later, and our 
pisky friend has had plenty of time to settle into her role.  

Surely she's learned, when she opens her mouth, to make 

a little more sense? 

Mmmmnope.  She's resurfaced in what one suffering 

Espisopalian called "the worst sermon ever," in which 
she debuts an astonishingly original interpretation of St. 

Paul's encounter with the slave girl possessed by a de-

mon.  She says, 

Paul is annoyed at the slave girl who keeps pursuing 

him, telling the world that he and his companions are 

slaves of God.  She is quite right.  She’s telling the same 

truth Paul and others claim for themselves.  But Paul is 

annoyed, perhaps for being put in his place, and he re-

sponds by depriving her of her gift of spiritual aware-

ness.  Paul can’t abide something he won’t see as beau-

tiful or holy, so he tries to destroy it.  It gets him thrown 

in prison.  That’s pretty much where he’s put himself by 

his own refusal to recognize that she, too, shares in 

God’s nature, just as much as he does – maybe more so!  

The amazing thing is that during that long night in jail 

he remembers that he might find God there – so he and 

his cellmates spend the night praying and singing 

hymns. 

Well, to be fair to Paul, it is annoying when someone 

who is possessed by a demon keeps following you 

around (see above, 18-month-old child).  But generally, 
when one is a Christian bishop, one recognizes that the 

demon is -- 'ow do you say -- the bad guy, here, and not 

Paul. 

Okay, but let's play along and assume that Paul was 

somehow being a jerk by exorcising the demon from her.  
In Bishop Schori's account, it was his closed-minded 

disregard for the girl's gifts that is somehow what gets 

him thrown in jail because . . . her captors were actually 
feminists, who saw through him?  Or something?  Then 

the Bishop says this: 

An earthquake opens the doors and sets them free, and 

now Paul and his friends most definitely discern the 

presence of God.  The jailer doesn’t – he thinks his end 

is at hand.  This time, Paul remembers who he is and 

that all his neighbors are reflections of God, and he 

reaches out to his frightened captor.  This time Paul acts 

with compassion rather than annoyance, and as a result 

the company of Jesus’ friends expands to include a 

whole new household.  It makes me wonder what would 

have happened to that slave girl if Paul had seen the 

spirit of God in her. 

So God is mad at him for messing with the slave girl 

who "shares in God's Nature" (boy, the Holy Trinity is 

just branching out all over the place these days), but still 
busts him out of jail in a really spectacular fashion be-

cause God . . . wasn't focusing?  He forgot if He was 

mad at Paul or not?  In fairness, this interpretation of the 

Bible is rather intricate.  Lotta ins, lotta outs. 

Oh, I'm almost out of room, and I haven't even gotten to 
the part where she talks about how accepting diversity is 

"the only road to the kingdom of God."  Not accepting 

Jesus Christ, mind you.  Accepting diversity.  And I did-
n't get to the part where the main point of Revelation(s) 

22 is PARRRRRR-TAY!  Everybody's welcome!  Be 

they dogs, or be they fornicators, or be they whatever, 

John wants to them to come on down! 

But seriously.  The best we can possibly hope for here is 

that the bishop got caught up in something all to familiar 
to many of us: somebody gave her a bottle of first rate 

tequila, she forgot to read the material, and then in the 

morning, she just had to wing it.  And this is how it 
turned out.  Bet you five bucks she hustled out of there 

after the service and went to throw up in the nearest bush. 

If that's not what happened, then there's something much, 

much worse going on: the Episcopal Church is being 

headed by someone who refers to demonic possession as 
"spiritual awareness."  Which is apparently, according to 

her, much the same as being gay, or something, because 

diversity. 

Episcopalians: get out now.  Your church is bonkers. 

I'm not even kidding.  If you read your bishop's sermon 

and a cold horror came creeping over your mind, please 

remember: the Catholic Church is here.  We will always 
be here.  We will always be waiting.  We have a couple 

of insane bishops, too, but they hardly ever get inter-

viewed by the New York Times, and many of them are 
actually decent scholars, and faithful and courageous 

guys.  And I guarantee you, none of them sign their let-

ters with "Shalom" because they think it means 

"community."  I mean. 

About Simcha Fisher: Simcha Fisher writes for several 

publications.  She lives in New Hampshire with her hus-

band and nine children.  Without supernatural aid, she 

would hardly be a human being. 
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Calendar of Services for June 2013 
 
 

Sat. June 1 (Justin Martyr) 7:45-8:15AM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 8:30/9AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

SUN. JUNE 2 (TRINITY I— 9th IN OT) 8:00 AM Low Mass 

 9:30/10AM Mattins/Sung Mass 
 

Mon. June 3 (Charles Lwanga & Companions) 12:15 PM Low Mass (preceded by Angelus etc.) 
 

Tue. June 4 (Feria) 8:00 AM Mattins/Low Mass  
 

Wed. June 5 (Boniface) 4:45-5:15PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 5:30 PM Evensong/Low Mass 
 

Thur. June 6 (Norbert) 12:15 PM Low Mass (preceded by Angelus etc.) 
 

FRI. JUNE 7 (SACRED HEART OF JESUS) 8:00 AM Mattins/Low Mass  
 

Sat. June 8 (Feria) 7:45-8:15AM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 8:30/9AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

SUN. JUNE 9 (TRINITY II—10th IN OT) 8:00 AM Low Mass 

 9:30/10AM Mattins/Sung Mass 
 

Mon. June 10 (Feria) 12:15 PM Low Mass (preceded by Angelus etc.) 
 

Tue. June 11 (ST BARNABAS) 8:00 AM Mattins/Low Mass  
 

Wed. June 12 (Feria) 4:45-5:15PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 5:30 PM Evensong/Low Mass 
 

Thur. June 13 (Anthony of Padua) 12:15 PM Low Mass (preceded by Angelus etc.) 
 

Fri. June 14 (Feria) 8:00 AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

Sat. June 15 (Feria) 7:45-8:15AM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 8:30/9AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

SUN. JUNE 16 (TRINITY III—11th IN OT) 8:00 AM Low Mass 
 9:30/10AM Mattins/Sung Mass 
 

Mon. June 17 (Feria) 12:15 PM Low Mass (preceded by Angelus etc.) 
 

Tue. June 18 (Feria) 8:00 AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

Wed. June 19 (Romauld) 4:45-5:15PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 5:30 PM Evensong/Low Mass 
 

Thur. June 20 (Alban) 12:15 PM Low Mass (preceded by Angelus etc.) 
 

Fri. June 21 (Aloysius Gonzaga) 8:00 AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

Sat. June 22 (John Fisher & Thomas More) 7:45-8:15AM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 8:30/9AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

SUN. JUNE 23 (TRINITY IV—12th IN OT) 8:00 AM Low Mass 

 9:30/10AM Mattins/Sung Mass 
 

MON. JUNE 24 (NATIVITY OF JOHN BAPTIST) 12:15 PM Low Mass (preceded by Angelus etc.) 
 

Tue. June 25 (Feria) 8:00 AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

Wed. June 26 (Feria) 4:45-5:15PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 5:30 PM Evensong/Low Mass 
 

Thur. June 27 (Cyril of Alexandria) 12:15 PM Low Mass (preceded by Angelus etc.) 
 

Fri. June 28 (Irenaeus) 8:00 AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

SAT. JUNE 29 (STS PETER & PAUL) 7:45-8:15AM Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 8:30/9AM Mattins/Low Mass 
 

SUN. JUNE 23 (TRINITY V—13th IN OT) 8:00 AM Low Mass 

 9:30/10AM Mattins/Sung Mass 


